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- ONE OF SLIGO’S
~ GREATEST FOOTBALLERS

by JOE MASTERSON and LEO GRAY

E O'Dowd was one of Sligo’s most famous footballing sons. Born
wrile on 1st August 1931 to Tom and Jane O’Dowd (nee
! was baptised John Joseph Ignatius (Nace) O'Dowd in the

> church. He attended Carrowrile National School and later
| School. After leaving school he worked in
Tubbercurry before emigrating to the United

ned from America and later purchased the
With his wife Bridgie he established 2
osted functlons of all varieties, especi-

ace will be best remembered. He
e history of Sligo GAA and is
test players ever produced by
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did in 1936—Mick Gaffney. | did not recognise Mick
He looks fitter now than he did in 1954 when he was
heavier.
a time, on days of Connacht finals too.
Sunday, 17th May 1987. It
they showed their pride in
- greatest sporting sons. Joe Masterson
otball, talked to me of Sligo greats —
family, and of course their own
e, butltwastoomuchfowhim

vy, Mullinabreena, Castlebar
cht, Ireland and New York.
bar in the Railway Cup
erry’s John Dowling. It
ht team. He was as
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JI POWERFUL ATHLETE
AND FOOTBALLER
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“Quinnie, I’d love to be out there!”’

by PAT QUINN

IT was with a heavy heart that | learned of the death of Nace O’Dowd.
| first heard his name when listening to match reports on Radio Eireann
on Sunday nights, and reading of his feats on the Monday morning
newspapers. lt was not until he played with Connacht and Ireland that |
saw the man in the flesh. It was then | realised what a truly great
footballer he was. He showed all the great skills of the game—high
m long and accurate klckmg and great participation.

p grew between us. Now memories come rushing back of days spent
ches, of race meetings, and of a remark he passed to me in
Park, when Sligo played Kerry in 1975—""Quinnie, I'd love to be
—the remark of a great man. Over our long friendship | came
the other side of Nace, the loving husband, the great community
bove all a good Christian. Ireland has lost a true Gael, Sligo
atest footballers, Strandhill has lost a true and caring
community. | have lost a true friend, and | would deem it
word of my demise would reach Strandhill, if someone
| was would say, “You know him well, he was a great
y d s'l

. 2 GAA Club, 1984,
mm of the 1958 Mullina-
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time.
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)eaten by Armagh at Lurgan in the
n, Galway and Roscommon. For

t county and provincial
istinction—and in the

ife, Bridgie,
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UBIQUITOUS STAR

by MARTIN BRENNAN

, wasarealcatchforﬂ\eorgam‘
towmmmwysmaisplayedhs
helping Mullinabreena into the final for a
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~ THE MEMORIES
~ FLOODED IN
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n in the green jersey of Ireland in 1954 5nq 1955
t at the Railway Cup that year and then y.
the following day in 1955 saw Nace at his pegy ﬁ
go, and seldom do we relish thig situati-on
est level.
n as a pupil in Tubbercurry Vocationa| School
; e progressed through club and county
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d provincial level.
[ sed stand out. | remember
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player ever to play Senior inter-county football, the only Sligo
1 three Railway Cup medals, selected on two occasions for
. one could go on and on. One doesn’t have to labour the
he was one of the greatest, hjs memory will never fade.

men gather to talk football, the name “Nace O’Dowd"”’

vas more than a great footballer. There are many
little or no interest in football, but they know that
more enduring in the mind than the thrill of a
scored or a long range point. There are people

what it was like to have him as a friend,
his friendship has left.

evolved from far away boyhood mem-

morning sports page to a
- to his last breath. In those far off
football idols. They were in
' O’Malley; in Galway it
rty; Mayo had Padraig
- was always Nace
‘Summer’s evening
wo teams and we
ugh we had
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ion of human need or human paina}:s?e

ge of Monday’s paper. He alwaas

there are many stories of how Zs
n known only to the People cone
Nace and God. ;
h honesty and integrity 4
é‘upjle here who have hap;::
e Sancta Maria where Nace
bsphere vyith their persona
is business made on him,
e generously to the
for me is seeing him
‘_ hg’nd_, surrounded
f advice gleaned from
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